
 

   INI/ICMS Correspondents Day Report    
        22nd January, 2020 

 
This third joint INI/ICMS Correspondents Day was held at INI on Wednesday 22 January 2020.   
 
Following introductory welcomes from Chair of Correspondents Niall MacKay (York) and INI and 
ICMS Directors, David Abrahams and Niall Mackay, the first session was about the community’s 
engagement with these institutes.  Correspondents provided excellent feedback on the content of 
the slides to use during presentations about INI/ICMS to their departments, for instance requesting 
the inclusion of a typical timeline from proposal submission to the running of a programme.   The 
Panel Session within Session 2 on the organisers perspective of running an event at INI/ICMS further 
expanded on this theme and generated much engagement from the audience.  The panel included 
current organisers Colva Roney-Dougal (St Andrews) and Rob de Jeu (Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam), 
former organisers John Greenlees (Warwick) and Niall MacKay (York) as well as Jane Walker, Centre 
Manager of ICMS.  A highlight of the day for many was an excellent talk on “Algebraic geometry and 
some applications” by Fields Medallist Caucher Birkar (Cambridge).  
 
The full timetable was as follows: 
 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch 

13:00 – 13:30 Welcome from INI Director David Abrahams, ICMS Scientific Director  

Paul Glendinning and INI-ICMS Chair of Correspondents Niall MacKay 

13:30 – 14:15 Session 1: Engagement with INI and ICMS 

14:15 – 14:45 Coffee break 

14:45 – 15:45 Invited talk:  Caucher Birkar: “Algebraic geometry and some 

applications” 

15:45 – 16:45 Session 2: Running an event at INI/ICMS - an Organisers' perspective 

16:45 - 17:00 Closing comments 

17:00 – 18:00 Drinks reception 

 
The 45 attendees came from Institutions spanning the UK with a couple of Correspondents 
extending the duration of their stay in order to collaborate with participants on the KAH and GRA 
programmes.  A full list of participants and their home institutions is appended.  
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